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[image: A robin in a budding tree in spring]Emily Temple writes: “There may or may not be snow on the ground outside your window, but meteorologically, today is the first day of spring, which is as good a reason as any to take the afternoon off to read—or at least to recommend some books. If you’re looking for something seasonal, why not pick up one of these 11 new nature books? Or if it’s already warm where you live, we can heartily recommend these 8 books that demand to be read outside.”




		LitHub, Mar. 19
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[image: NASA photo of the diamond-ring effect at the end of a total solar eclipse.]“It’s eclipse time again! Libraries all over are gearing up to offer activities and resources for community members during the total solar eclipse viewable in many parts of North America on Monday, April 8, and your library is probably no exception. But if you’re still looking for ideas, we’ve got you covered. From interactive workshops to hands-on activities, this article offers resources and ideas to help libraries inspire curiosity and foster learning about the solar system.”




		WebJunction, Mar. 19
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[image: A photo of Moxie, an artificial intelligence robot used at Santa Ana Public Library.]Around the world, organizations are learning how to assess the benefits and challenges of swiftly evolving artificial intelligence (AI) tools, while simultaneously learning how to safeguard against some of the concerns they present. As many types of AI become commonplace, library workers in particular will be at the forefront of evaluating their significance in the information realm. American Libraries touched base with professionals at five public, school, and academic libraries who are using, and innovating with, this emerging technology.




		American Libraries feature, Mar./Apr.
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[image: Hanif Abdurraqib]Donna Seaman writes: “When poet and writer Hanif Abdurraqib received a 2021 MacArthur Fellowship, the foundation observed that he “is forging a new form of cultural criticism, one that is informed by lived experience and offers incisive social and artistic critiques.” This aptly describes Abdurraqib’s new book, There’s Always This Year: Basketball and Ascension (Random House, March), which is, in part, a paean to his hometown of Columbus, Ohio. Abdurraqib spoke with American Libraries about his forthcoming work, the experience of finding a personal history in the library, and how basketball reflects larger issues in the world.”




		American Libraries trend, Mar./Apr.
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[image: Théâtre D’opéra Spatial by Jason M. Allen, an AI-generated art piece]American Libraries reviews some of the types of artificial intelligence now widely available (including text generators, chatbots, image generators, and video generators), as well as the ways libraries may be able to utilize them and the controversies and potential pitfalls that each have faced.




		American Libraries feature, Mar./Apr.
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[image: Graph showing the Number of Unique Titles challenged in the US by year. 2000: 378 titles. 2005: 259 titles. 2010: 262 titles. 2015: 190 titles. 2020: 223 titles. 2021: 1858 titles. 2022: 2571 titles. 2023: 4240 titles.]ALA reported March 14 that the number of book titles targeted for censorship in the US increased by 65% from 2022 to 2023, surging to a new record. ALA’s Office for Intellectual Freedom (OIF) documented attempts to censor 4,240 unique book titles in schools and libraries in 2023. The previous record was set in 2022, when 2,571 unique titles were targeted. OIF reported 1,247 demands to censor library books and other materials in 2023, many of which targeted dozens or hundreds of titles at a time.




		AL: The Scoop, Mar. 14
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[image: Google search screen]Beth Skwarecki writes: “Google has gotten worse at showing us useful search results. Google tries to be helpful by searching for words that are similar to those you are searching for (and, more cynically, they may try to be helpful to advertisers by funneling your interests into things that advertisers want to sell you). Lately, those adjustments seem to have gotten a lot broader, giving us off-target searches. Enter the verbatim option. This isn’t new, but it’s become even more important recently.”




		Lifehacker, Mar. 8
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